172 MEDITERRANEAN MEMORIES
must be to those who are keen on archaeology.
In the Valletta museum there is the finest collection
of Stone Age remains in the world, which has been
brought from these temples* One of the goddesses,
of which there are several examples, is a revolting
fat female, with legs like balloons and arms to
match* It is strange to consider how all primitive
folk, even today, like their womenfolk to be fat
and glossy j and apparently these Stone Age
people were no exception to this rule*
VI
Near the middle of the island, perched on the
northern end of a high ridge which has precipitous
sides, is the ancient Maltese capital of Citta
Vecchia* It is said to have been built by the
Greeks in 700 B*C*, and the site chosen, as is so
often the case on islands, was as far away from the
coast as it could be placed, thereby making it
difficult for raiders to reach it*
The city is not large, but within its walls and
massive, hoary ramparts are a maze of narrow
streets, in which there are vast and splendid houses,
some of which have been handed down in the great
Maltese families for dose upon a thousand years*
I can truthfully say that it is far and away the
cleanest city I have ever been in*